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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE...by Ed Hooke

Meet Your Detachment
Commander

Edward Hooke is a 16-year
member of the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion. Born and raised in
Connecticut, his eligibility for the
Sons of The American Legion
comes from his father, Eldred
(“Al”) Hooke, who served in the
Korean War with the 930th Engi-
neer Battalion in the U.S. Army,
where he received the Korean Ser-
vice Medal with three Bronze Ser-
vice Stars and the United Nations
Service Medal. Ed’s maternal
grandfather served in the Span-
ish-American War in the U.S. Ar-
my and is buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery along with his
grandmother.

Ed is a member of Sherburne
Squadron 876 in Chenango Coun-
ty. He has held numerous positions
within the Sons of The American
Legion, including Adjutant and
Squadron Commander for Squad-
ron 189 in Norwich, NY. He previ-

ously served a two-year term as the
6th District SAL Commander and
a two-year term as Detachment
Vice Commander representing the
5th and 6th Districts. Ed is also a
member of the American Legion
Riders, Sherburne Chapter 876.

Ed retired after 29 years with
AT&T in Connecticut in 2008 and
moved to Fonda, NY, where he
worked for Frontier Communica-
tions for six years until his second
retirement.

Ed currently serves as a board
member of Hospice of Chenango
County and is
the President of .
the Volunteer
Guild at the
New York
State Veterans
Home in Ox-}
ford. He volun-
teers every

week at .
the Veter-
ans Home
and was
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awarded the Charles B. Rigsby
VA&R Volunteer of the Year
Award for 2025 at the Detachment
of New York Convention in Syra-
cuse in July 2025.

He lives in Norwich, NY, with his
wife, Sophie, and their two Boxer
dogs, Meadow and Izzy. Ed has
two stepdaughters: Tricia, who
lives in Raleigh, NC, with her hus-
band and three children, and Jill,
who lives in Norwich, NY. He
thinks the world of his stepdaugh-
ters and grandchildren and feels
every day like he has won the lot-

tery.

Newley elected SAL Commander Ed Hooke introduces
his officers to the Department of NY membership at
their convention held in Syracuse this past July.
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ADJUTANT, by Gaither E. Espey

Greetings, fellow Sons.

I hope you all enjoyed your sum-
mer and are ready for another suc-
cessful year. The 2025-2026 ad-
ministrative year was closed at our
52nd Annual Convention in Syra-
cuse at the Downtown Marriott.
Convention delegates congratulat-
ed and thanked Commander Joe
for a successful year leading our
great organization. Delegates also
elected officers for the 2026-2027
administrative year:

e Commander: Edward

Hooke

e Vice Commander 1 & 9:

Peter Booth

e Vice Commander 2 & 8:

Joseph Bellenger

e Vice Commander 3 & 4:

James Prime

e Vice Commander 5 & 6:

Rich Abel

e Vice Commander 7 & 8:

Diman Smart

e Chaplain: Paul Blosser

e Historian: Shawn Mills
Congratulations to you all. We
wish you a successful year ahead.

National Commander Bill Clancy,
National Executive Committee-
man David Lee, and Alternate Na-
tional Executive Committeeman

Peter DeAngelis represented New
York at the National Convention in
Louisville, Kentucky. Twenty-six
New York delegates attended to
thank and congratulate National
Commander Bill Clancy (NY) for an
outstanding year representing our
organization across the country.

The Detachment received the 2026
National Legacy  Scholarship
Fund Regional Donation Award,
and Detachment Historian Clarence
“Ike” Bosford won the Best History
Book Contest for Detachments.
Congratulations!

The 2027 membership year is off
and running. September 10, 2026
was our 25% target date. The De-
tachment fell short with 3,404 mem-
bers, or 10.62%. The Detachment
has 373 new members as of the last
report. We have no problem getting
new members; we seem to lose
about 10% yearly. One theme this
year from our National leadership is
“Every Member Matters.” Keep
your members informed about what
is happening within your Squadron.
Many members move, but usually
the phone number stays the same.
Reach out, let them know what is
happening, and get that new address.

The Detachment has a new web-
site—still the same address, sonsd-
ny.org, but with a new look and eas-

ier navigation. Thank you to
our Webmaster Joe Guidice
Jr. and the Web Committee
for the speedy work on this.
If you have any suggestions,
please let Joe know.

The Fall D.E.C. Meeting
call has gone out. The meet-
ing will be held on Satur-
day, October 31, 2026, at
the Canasawacta Country
Club, 261 County Route 44,
Norwich, NY 13815. A
Meet & Greet is planned for
Friday night, October 30,
at the Norwich American
Legion Post 189, 29 Sheldon
Street, Norwich. The full
meeting call is on the web-
site. All members are wel-
come to attend.

Pre-submitted vouchers for
those eligible are due by Oc-
tober 9, 2026.

Save the date: Mid-Winter
is scheduled for January
15-17, 2027 at the Albany
Marriott on Wolf Road in
Colonie.

Gaither E. Espey
Detachment Adjutant
SALAdjutant@nylegion.org

E-Newsletters

Subscribe to The American Legion's e-newsletters to receive important updates, resources, and special offers

tailored for veterans and their families.

Subscribe at: www.legion.org/information-center-the-media-e-newsletters

The Millennium is a national e-newsletter published monthly by Sons of The American Legion. It includes
local and national SAL stories and reports from SAL leadership.

Sign up to receive an emailed copy!




VOLUME 15 ISSUE 6 | |

DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK NEWSLETTER | |

PAGE 3

ADJUTANT .eeee.. ETC. by Robert ). Avery

National SAL Commander Wil-
liam “Bill” Clancy presided at the
54th Annual National Conventlon
held in Louisville,
KY last month. In
his outgoing re-
marks, he deliv- &
ered a strong mes-
sage about the fu-
ture of our Legion
Family. Reflecting || «
on his year, he
challenged the
Sons to think be-
yond their own programs and take
a greater role in strengthening The
American Legion as a whole—
recruiting eligible veterans, wel-
coming younger generations, and
giving them meaningful reasons to
become involved. We want to
thank our fellow New Yorker
“Bill” for all his hard work and
dedication in leading our over
400,000-member organization. In
closing, Bill remarked, “I leave
this position, but my service
doesn’t end.”

At the Convention, our Detach-
ment received a Citation for do-
nating $1 per member to the Child
Well-Being Foundation. New
York was also awarded a Certifi-
cate for the highest donation to the
Legacy Scholarship in the North-
east Region. Additionally, we re-
ceived the Best Detach-

ment History Book ™
Award.

Thom Skelley from Tex-
as, a 21-year member of
the SAL, was elected
National Commander

held numerous leader- -
ship positions and earns

his SAL eligibility through the
service of his father, William M.
Skelley Sr., who served in the Pa-
01ﬁc Theater  during
World War II from 1941
to 1945. During his re-
marks, Skelley reminded
@ the audience that “every
member matters. That’s

not just in the Sons,
that’s not just in the Le-
glon, that’s not just in
the Auxiliary, that’s not
just in the Riders. Eve-
ry member matters.
They matter to somebody. They
may not matter much to the or-
ganization, but that’s our fault
as leaders. We need to engage
them more, ask what their pas-
sion is, bring that out of them,
so that they’re able to serve
more.”

Now is the time to get going on
your membership renewals and
recruitment efforts. Let’s have
another banner year! The 2027
membership cards have been
mailed out. Don’t forget that
members can use the QUICK Re-
new option online at Le-
gion.org/SAL-Renew.

2026-2027 Renewal Postcard
Mail Dates

__* 1Ist Notice:
& Sept. 28—Oct. 2,

= 2026

e 2nd Notice:
Jan. 25-29, 2027

. e 3rd Notice:
' April 26-30, 2027

At the 2026 Ameri-
* __ can Legion Nation-
al Convention, del-

egates adopted new member-
ship eligibility language for the
American Legion Auxiliary—
expanding eligibility and allow-
ing more family members to
join the ALA.

These revisions allow individu-
als the potential to be members
of both the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion and the American
Legion Auxiliary. The Legion’s
National Judge Advocate has
confirmed that this dual mem-
bership does not constitute a
conflict of interest with The
American Legion. The eligibil-
ity changes are effective imme-
diately. Updated membership
applications, brochures, and ad-
ditional resources are available
at ALAforVeterans.org.

Following is the updated text
from The American Legion re-
flecting the revised eligibility
provisions for membership in
the American Legion Auxilia-

ry::

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Section 2. Membership in the
American Legion Auxiliary
shall be limited to: (1) Grand-
parents, parents, siblings, spous-
es, and direct or adopted de-
scendants within two degrees of
consanguinity of members of
The American Legion; and (2)
Grandparents, parents, siblings,
spouses, and direct or adopted
descendants within two degrees
of consanguinity of all service-
members who served in either
of the following periods: April
6, 1917, to November 11, 1918,
See Adjutant page 4
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Children & Youth by Wayne Ainslie

I would like to start out by giv-
ing you some numbers from the
Squadron Consolidated Reports.
The Detachment of NY received
105 reports from Squadron active
in C&Y programs. The total dol-
lars raised was $143,550 and total
volunteer hours was 10,185.

These are great numbers for
the 105 reporting Squadrons, only
27% of the Detachment Squad-
rons, imagine what these figures
could be if we could get 50% or
75%. 1 know that we push and
push to get this number better,
but it seems like every year it still
comes in at a disappointing num-
ber. Somehow, we need to drive

this home on the membership
level. 1 don’t know how, but
everybody needs to try harder.

Please use the national guide
line of donating $1 per member
to CWF.

My goal for next year to for
every Squadron to try and do
something for the Children &
Youth in their community.

For God & Country
Wayne Ainslie,
C&Y Chairman

Adjutant from pg. 3

and any time after December 7,
1941, who, being a citizen of the
United States at the time of their
entry therein served on active du-
ty in the Armed Forces of any of
the governments associated with
the United States during either
eligibility period and died in the
line of duty or after honorable
discharge; (3) grandparents, par-
ents, siblings, spouses, and direct
or adopted descendants within
two degrees of consanguinity of

all servicemembers who were in
the Armed Forces of the United
States during either of the fol-
lowing periods: April 6, 1917, to
November 11, 1918; and any
time after December 7, 1941,
who served on active duty in the
Armed Forces of the United
States during either eligibility
period and died in the line of
duty or after honorable dis-
charge; and (4) those women
who, of their own right, are eli-
gible for membership in The
American Legion.”

Thank you to all of our members
for everything they do each year
in support of our Nation’s veter-
ans. Wishing your Squadron a
terrific year ahead!

Robert J. Avery National
Assistant Adjutant Detachment
Adjutant Emeritus

ETHEQONE
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4,000-plus
members, so
let’s get mov-
ing by reaching out to everyone to
renew now!

hope is that we will do better. 'm
looking forward to meeting the
October 14th goal of 35%. Let’s
do this!

Membership—]Jim Prime

2026 Membership
Summary

As of August 21, 2026, the Detach-
ment of New York stands at
31,677 members, or 96.96% of
our goal. We need 998 members
to reach our national goal.

Whether it’s done by your own
Squadron, county, or district, get
those membership notices mailed
out. Membership is the life-
blood of our organization.

National Membership
Target Dates

e 35% — October 14, 2026
e 45% — November 12, 2026
e 55% — December 9, 2026
65% — January 13, 2027
85% — February 10, 2027
90% — March 10, 2027
95% — April 14, 2027
100% — May 12, 2027
105% — July 29, 2027
(National Convention Dele-
gate Strength Report)

2026-2027 Renewal Mail
Dates

As for Detachment-required re-

Is your OCF on file at Detach-
ports for 2026:

ment? If not, get it done today.
This form provides necessary in-
formation to contact your Squad-
ron’s leadership and must be up-
dated every year.

e 298 SDRs (78%)

e 240 OCFs (63%)

e 120 CSRs (31%)
Also, don’t forget that members
can use QUICK Renew online at:
Legion.org/SAL-Renew

Track your members’ volunteer
hours and donations for your
SDR throughout the year. Keep-
ing a log makes it easier to com-

2027 Membership plete the report in May.

Gentlemen, 1st Notice: Sept. 28—0Oct. 2, 2026

Squadrons that complete the re-
quired reports are recorded on
the Detachment membership re-

The 2027 membership cards were 2nd Notice: Jan. 25-29, 2027

mailed out in August.

I know it’s always a slow start for
membership at this time of year.
Now is the time to get busy. We

port.

Membership goals this year are
more reasonable than in the past.

3rd Notice: April 26-30, 2027

Jim Prime
Membership Chairman

Last year we only had two dis-

issed 25% 1 by about . .
missedour © §0al by abou tricts over 100%. This year my

partment website at nylegion.net under News &

New York American Legion Family Events, then American Legion Family College.

College

American Legion College of New York is a weekend
immersion into the Legion’s programs, structure, and
the issues facing the largest veterans’ organization in
the country.

The 2027 session will be held at Morrisville State
College from June 4th to 6th, 2027.

Legion College fosters leadership skills among Le-
gion Family members as they work in teams to solve
problems they may face in their home post, unit,
squadron, or chapter. The curriculum covers a wide
array of topics, including leadership and communica-
tion; Americanism; Children & Youth; MyLegion.org;
legislation; constitution and bylaws; duties of local
officers; media relations; and membership.

As a Legion College, it is open to members of The
American Legion, the American Legion Auxilia-
ry, the Sons of The American Legion, and the
American Legion Riders.

Applications will be available
soon for the 2027 American Le-
gion Family College, to be held
at Morrisville State College.
They can be found on the De-

Class size is limited to the first 100 Legion Family
members registered.
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Americanism Report «s+ by Herman Downer

This year, the number of appli-
cations for the Cerullo Scholarship
was low, with only four new appli-
cants. The 2025 winner, Christo-
pher Mozzillo, applied for his first
of three follow-up scholarships,
and the 2023 winner, MacKenzie
McDaniels, applied for her final
follow-up scholarship. The 2026
winner is Myah Ouderkirk of
Camden, New York.

The number for Flying Flags for
Heroes so far for 2026 is 11,348,
with still time to report for this
year to count at National Conven-
tion. Great job by those who have
reported—New York hasn’t re-
ported in a few years. Reminder:
there is a new website for report-
ing,
www.flyingflagsforheroes.org.

The 2026 Department of New
York Junior Baseball Tourna-
ment will begin play on Friday,
July 31, 2026. This year marks the
first time the Junior State Tourna-
ment will be hosted in Rochester,
New York. The tournament will
feature six teams in pool play, in-
cluding representatives from the
five districts across New York
State that participate in the Junior
program, along with a team from
the host post, Greece Post 468.

The Championship Game will be
Sunday, August 2nd at 2:00 PM.
The New York State Champion
will advance to the Northeast
Junior Regional Tournament,
beginning August 7, 2026, in
Manchester, New Hampshire.

The 2026 Department of New
York Senior Baseball Tourna-
ment will begin play on Satur-
day, July 25, 2026, marking the
second consecutive year the State

Tournament will be hosted in the
Rochester area. This year’s format
will again be an eight-team dou-
ble-elimination tournament featur-
ing the district champions from our
six districts, the runner-up from the
district with the most registered
Senior Division teams, and our
host, Greece Post 468. The Cham-
pionship Game will be Wednes-
day, July 29 at 10:00 AM. The
New York State Champion will
advance to the Northeast Regional
Tournament, beginning Wednes-
day, August 5, 2026, in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts. The North-
east Regional Champion will pro-
ceed to the national stage in Shel-
by, North Carolina, competing in
the American Legion Baseball
World Series against the finest
teams from across the nation.

Boys’ State took place at Morris-
ville State College from Saturday,
June 27 to Thursday, July 2. This
year, approximately 518 young
men graduated from Boys’ State.
The Boys’ State Governor signed
29 bills into law and vetoed 7. If
you have spare time and would like
to help shape the future of a young
man’s life, they are looking for
more SAL volunteers.

The Department Oratorical Con-
test for 2026 was held on March
7, 2026, at the Crowne Plaza—
Desmond Hotel in Albany, New
York. This year’s winner was Hey-
an Chung, a junior at Vestal Sen-
ior High School. The 2027 Depart-
ment Contest is scheduled for
March 6, 2027, at the same loca-
tion. The National Contest is also
seeking SAL volunteers.

Scouting awards to be presented
this year include Eagle Scout of
the Year: David Clearwater, and

Adult Scouter of the Year:
Kearie Baumgartner. Kearie
will be the first Girl Scout
Leader to receive this honor
in the Department of New
York.

The Essay Contest has unfor-
tunately gone by the wayside.
I had a computer crash that
resulted in the loss of all files.
I searched old documents on
the website and found nothing.
Thanks to Bob Avery, who
located the original docu-
ments, [ will be recreating
them and hope to begin pro-
moting the contest again. For
those unfamiliar, there are two
Essay Contests:

e Grades 1-5: Topic —
“What America Means to
Me”. One winner per
grade receives $100.

e Grades 6-8: Topics —
The United States Bill of
Rights, The United States
Declaration of Independ-
ence, or The United States
Constitution. One winner
across all three grades re-
ceives $300.

On a personal note, I once
again thank the Detachment of
New York for having confi-
dence in me as the American-
ism Chairman and recom-
mending me to serve as a Con
sultant for the National Ameri-
canism Commission. I will be
traveling to the National Con-
vention in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, to attend the American-
ism Meeting and represent the
Detachment of New York.

Herman Downer Jr.
Americanism Chairman
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VA & R Report «++ by Peter Chambrone

VA&R Report

On behalf of the Detachment of
New York, members of the VA&R
Commission, and fellow SAL
members, I would like to person-
ally thank Jim Coates for all of
his lifetime contributions to The
American Legion, the Legion
Family, and especially the Sons
of The American Legion.

We are currently working on sev-
eral VA&R recognitions and will
present them at the Fall DEC
Meeting 2026.

VA&R Activity Summary
(as reported on submit-
ted CSRs)

(107 out of 385 Squadrons report-
ing)

e VA Medical Centers
and Facilities: $38,605 and
821 volunteer hours

e State Veteran Facili-
ties: $11,846 and 989 volun-
teer hours

e National Veteran As-
sistance Day: $600 and 367
volunteer hours

e Operation Comfort
Warriors (OCW): $2,118
and 163 volunteer hours —
total value $5,458.87

e Fisher House: $2,275
and 96 volunteer hours

¢ Other VA&R Projects:
$73,749 and 8,015 volunteer
hours

e Homeless Veterans
Support: $6,476 and 727
volunteer hours

e Troop and Family Sup-
port: $33,978 and 4,567 vol-
unteer hours

Totals for VA&R:

$169,647 and 17,745 volunteer
hours Grand Total Value:
$594,296.80

Joseph Santa Croce Award

This award recognizes outstand-
ing service in support of hospital-
ized, elderly, or chronically ill Vet-
erans in VA Hospitals and Homes
throughout New York State.

This year’s recipient, J. Bruce
Ruthven, exemplifies the highest
standards of volunteerism and
community leadership.

Bruce’s commitment to supporting
Veterans at the Canandaigua
Veterans Medical Center
stands as a remarkable testament
to the true spirit of service. Over
the past year alone, Bruce has
contributed more than 173 vol-
unteer hours, demonstrating
both dedication and the profound
impact one individual can have on
the lives of Veterans.

As a Red Coat Ambassador,
Bruce welcomes visitors and pro-
vides compassionate assistance to
Veterans, including escorting
them to appointments by wheel-
chair when needed. His frontline
service ensures that Veterans feel
respected, supported, and cared
for from the moment they enter
the facility.

Beyond his ambassador duties,
Bruce serves as a Deputy Repre-
sentative, attending quarterly
meetings that strengthen commu-
nication between the VA and com-
munity partners. These meetings
help identify needs, share up-
dates, and improve the network of
support for Veterans.

Bruce also coordinates the annu-
al holiday gift distribution, a
cherished tradition that brings
comfort and joy to Veterans and
their families. This year, Bruce
and the Sons of The American Le-
gion in Phelps provided gifts and
assistance to nine Veterans and

their families. His efforts
helped generate over $12,000 in
donations this past year. Addi-
tionally, Bruce supports commu-
nity barbecues whose proceeds
benefit the VA.

Bruce’s multifaceted involve-
ment shows how dedication,
leadership, and compassion can
profoundly enhance the lives of
Veterans. His service inspires
others to step forward and sup-
port those who have sacrificed so
much for our nation.

Volunteer Impact
(Convention to Conven-
tion)
e VA Hospital Service:
~20 hours/week — 1,040
hours annually Value at
2025 volunteer rate
($34.79/hr): $36,181.60
e Veteran Programs at
The American Legion: ~10
hours/week — 520 hours
annually Value: $18,090.80

Combined Annual
Volunteer Impact:

1,560 total hours Estimated
value: $54,272.40

It is with great honor that we
present the 2026 Joseph Santa
Croce Award to J. Bruce
Ruthven.

Walk-a-thon

Chris Cirillo Impact: approxi-
mately $48,000 (additional funds
still being reported)

For God and Country
Peter Chambrone




Squadron 1682 (New City - Rockland County) held their 9th annual Clam Jam fundraiser on
September 12th. The event was a great success, with the Squadron raising over $4,800 that
will be donated to veterans service organizations in the Hudson Valley.

The Squadron has raised over $37,000 over the course of the 9 years of the event.

Squadron 184 from Hudson,
NY marching with the
Columbia County legionaries
at the Columbia County fair
on Saturday, September Sth.

Lt to Rt. is Wally Maxwell,
Assemblyman Scott Bendett,
Mike Race, Allen Porccica,
Larry Porccica, and
Squadron Commander
John Crosby.

Have some news or event you’d like to
Share??

Squadron Commanders, County and District Commanders, ALL members of the Sons, please let us
know what you are doing and what you have accomplished in pictures and in words. We don't need
long essays, just captions to pictures showing your members in action. (PLEASE: Send pictures in .JPG
or .PNG format, and make them individual image files, not in collage or combined formats). SEND SUB-
MISSIONS TO PR CHAIRMAN Bruce Ruthven: jbruce457@gmail.com




